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DRAFT
Response to TfL consultation: Blackwall + Silvertown Tunnels user charge

Future Transport London campaigns in favour of sustainable travel, including active travel and public transport use. We campaign against the unnecessary use of private motorised road vehicles, increasing the capacity for which the Silvertown Tunnel was designed. So, we opposed its construction: traffic could have been reduced with user charges for the Blackwall Tunnel without constructing the Silvertown Tunnel. 
Given that the Silvertown Tunnel is now nearing completion, we RECOMMEND it should be repurposed much more in favour of active travel and public transport and that all the promises made when it was being promoted and later, e.g. about bus frequencies, should be kept. 
We note that the Mayor of London keeps taking credit for the “bus lane” in each direction through the Silvertown Tunnel. Our understanding is that this will NOT be a bus lane as defined by traffic orders everywhere else in Greater London: instead, it will be a lane for goods vehicles and buses! The Mayor of London should not be misleading the public about this important matter.  
We SUPPORT private vehicles being charged for using these tunnels at levels which will make and keep the tunnels and the approach roads north and south of the river uncongested, so that there will never be any need for the approach road capacity to be increased. So, we SUPPORT the proposed peak charging (“smart” user charging would be even better). 
We WELCOME that some cross-river journeys (by bus and DLR) will be free for the first year as we hope it will bring some long-term modal shift to public transport.
Whatever the levels of user charge, we FEAR that adjacent river crossings (Tower Bridge, the Rotherhithe Tunnel and the Woolwich Ferry) will experience significant extra displaced traffic unless they too have user charges. If they do, the same may then apply to other bridges upriver in London and they too might require user charges. Future Transport London would have no problem with these eventualities.   
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